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Sharla Stegelmeier, winner of the grades 7-12 «Remembering America’s

r Heroes” Essay Contest, has always Joved to write. It is not surprising then that
, o one of her favorite subjects in school was English, her second being choir. She

hopes 0 take this love with her to college at BYU-ldaho where she plans Ot

majoring in voice of vocal development and maybe going into teaching vocal

d development 0T English. Sharla works at Journeys in Rigby, which provides
information and services for the developmentally disabled. Sharla also loves
to do anything outdoors. She says that she and her family of three brothers and one sister g0

camping frequently, with her favorite place being Big Springs-

Remembering Al erica’s Heroes by Shorla Sregelmeiel

Tmages and memories cascade through one’s mind at the mention of America’s

history. Many would refer t0 school textbooks where they first interpreted the malice of war.
Others would ponder on the countless documentaries and MOVies displaying vivid images
from America’s struggles and conflicts. And et still some have real photographs from
ancestors t0 document the heartbreaks, and yet the victories of America. However, when

1 think of America’s foundation 1 think of my great- grandfather.

My great- grandfather influenced America in more ways than one- Not just hm;
fighting for the country he loved, and thus instilling his patriotism in his descendents, nte
but also in living the way any American should live. Major Daniel R. McGrew e
served faithfully in the army and fought yaliantly and pravely on the peaches of { Rem
Normandy on what has become known as D-Day, June 6, 1944. My great—grand— i i Tt beriy,
father was one of 150,000 men who stormed the beaches on that day over sixty IThOmas J Coupy S, She W_' es he | . 2
years ago; @ day which would determine the course of not only our country, but d,tbin]( T €lfersy,, . dray,; said, «p, .Ml €S to ryg sayg thes 0 dray,
the entire world. His courage, strength, and love are quahties each American L Id‘to ma komas Jeft, Y Leg) > S ha he v, h I'se da[ he p . Twg h
should cherish in one another- 1 have gained many invaluable characteristics “OUisigy, € Amey; Csop j S‘k"\iclqL ling y,; € a tricy, S agke Taw, 4 S beegy i . ! Oth,
] ) . ; 18 e Py 1c Lo, th he Quegt;, nd 1dip, ¢

from watching and learning from this amazing man. My great—grandfather Pr CSiden, TChage e : Clter p, 0d ex say Stiop, »y ¢ her f, e, S horgeg
gerved his country 0 the fullest that day in France. He also laid his life on All A V. 1. Joip :Ce, o 5110 of Some oyt Thom Shoy, V(;I e plac love
the line many times before and after, as he continued his service during 0 out as y, ajj One as Jo er € to
the Korean conflict. This amazing man, whom I am blessed to have s th jzz;’f the tbﬁ;‘;mas Jetter € leg boﬁal;z W Zz (;Zmade A fferson loye for g,
my great-grandfather continues to serve others even t0 this day. He had o U 5 Son; om, ave Ticg

been an immense example to ME in understanding the precious bless- in VZZI (?IIed p zSdautOm at;:ay Ot ky as J Cver beenif cat £, o

ing itis 10 live in this great country and partake of the wonderful life Moy, (;Ons like . S, ope Touble OW aboy Otflers ate, tman Y th

that is offered 1O US here. Ud thy Vol o ng ang 9015, Hig, y Omag J, huge eve hang t0 gs h

My great grandfather not only implanted Joyalty and love ho, Was beayy; 00, Stan; Utting 4, 1 Unde,. Clfers, ; TS thye, the

for America in M€ but he also showed by example how 1 should Jetferg, ifu] 4y, efs I beg Cm bog, the Ao, S that pe hou

live my life. The same grandfather who fought relentlessly in Thomas I s Il lectjy, that r, iSeWhen ne Was ap v,

2 time when & shock should have taken over is the same man ddoc - effe S0p 2 Mak;y, 1dp’t ed ID. He jWa moé) “Ta m: 4

who drives 200 miles twice a year 0 S€€ his great—grand— 3 OCumep; Made th Ticg i fVe ted 4 . dc an m"'en[ed

children. My great—grandfather enjoys seeing each one of obS the Was ame emﬂr 8reat v, b deslgp low cap € oth Whic

is 12 grandchildren, 30 great—grandch'ﬂdren, and 4 great- o c{ect oy, of Discode . Jefgs 1501 fp, O of Whato nid the

great grandch'ﬂdren. He makes a special effort to have an Co, HHT Misgjo Ver 501 g1, OUS threy, y edpeop le

conversation with every single 0n€ of his posterity- His fOI«‘t’hotberu.V icaty,, W’f i ’;Plore se enfg]l t ;)n £ Ing 0 copy, i

sense of humor exemplifies someone who has lived life urc, € pu Oser, Vo ith tOre ¢ Oujg; ;Vez o orld, g Ooepende .

to the fullest and would love others to come along for fo ase vy, € 0f cop, B Sor SSour; |, lerrigy,. Wis W']I? after j, S im

the ride. He never fails to have a story {0 tell that will Ur coypy, Ough Merce - dire Pacjp. Vera A quoy, Wiam ¢ was y,. 'Portay

g 2 or th Jefy tang € 8 € fro ark 1itep

Jeave the children mesmerized. Even though 1 do not Fup p, € pric fers ractie Whe nej om an oy th

have the opportunity to see My great—grandfather . Thom"’('ts; of §1 s, 00038 also ; le Wate[ er the g I stre, 4 Jeffar, Peditj,, X

on a regular basis, 1 am still learning from him y Jeffersas Jeffor, ,000. A In Charg, Or () oly s 1 $ajg, « Ownp

everyday. He taught my grandmother {0 love and * Jeffor, On ippe rjton Was i, gh it f u’?":‘atzo regon, | Y its ¢ Ou‘ he

gerve those around her. This great example has * Jeftears, On hag th ed 209 Sle ISt pre W, lsfana To Orad I'se

been passed doWn the generations and is cur- * Lag bu;’U Wroge 26 firge gra:" Sident 1, Bsive h Nlinen, o

rently affecting hOW 1 live. This man illus- ameg y; Ot fegg 0.000 et de. ake hap b uisi

rates by how he acts and speaks that he is as I ick Vel rsoner S in hjg 0in the S instegqy e Sjna

faithful husband, father, and grandfather A Yoy thi, ke B Whoje i ite Ho bOWin e

as he is loyal 10 his country- Although this EVezy i Nk the I Ockingy, Clime, use. €10 pe,,

Inj AY ird I‘H th P1

man is important t0 American’s history,
he is more jmportant to me as a loving
grandparent who took part in making
America great.
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